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Dimitris G. Placantonakis MD, PhD, received a BS in Molecular Biology and Mathematics from Long 
Island University in 1995.  He was the valedictorian of his class and graduated summa cum laude.  He then 
joined the MD-PhD program at New York University.  For his doctoral thesis, he studied the contribution of 
neuronal gap junctional coupling to electrical oscillations in the inferior olive under the supervision of John P. 
Welsh.  At NYU, he was elected to AOA and received the AOA award for the highest scholastic rating in his 
class.  In 2003, he began training in Neurosurgery at Weill Cornell Medical College.  Within his residency 
training, he completed a 2-year research fellowship in the laboratories of Viviane Tabar and Lorenz Studer 
at Memorial Sloan-Kettering Cancer Center.  His research focused on the transgenesis of human embryonic 
stem cells with bacterial artificial chromosomes toward the generation of pure human motor neuron 
populations.  This research was funded by a NREF grant from the AANS and he was the recipient of the 
CNS Resident Award in 2008.  His clinical interest is in neurosurgical oncology, while his laboratory interests 
include human embryonic stem cell research, gene and cell therapy, and molecular neurophysiology. 
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